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For Immediate Release

Surry County Schools’ Students Send Capitol Tree Off in Style

On Wednesday,  November 9, 2022, Hardy Brothers Trucking partnered with Surry County
Schools to host an event honoring the 2022 U.S. Capitol Christmas Tree as the tree makes its
journey to Washington D.C. The event featured stations for students to create ornaments, learn
about forestry, hear a Christmas story, and get an up-close look at the tree itself.

Hardy Brothers Trucking reached out to Surry County Schools to create a unique event that
would engage students in forestry and highlight the importance of agriculture across the state.
Through stations, students were able to learn about each of the ecosystems found in the national
forests of North Carolina, as well as learn more about the trees in those forests. At another
station, students learned about the history of Christmas trees through a story read to them by high
school volunteers. Students then had the opportunity to create handmade ornaments that will
make the journey to Washington D.C. for the official tree lighting. The event also featured
performances from the North Surry High School Band and Chorus. Those attending the event
were encouraged to sign their names to the banner on each side of the trailer.

Additionally, the U.S. Forest Service booth provided information about “Ruby” the Red Spruce,
how the service maintains healthy forests, and how this year’s tree was chosen.

Every year, a different National Forest provides a tree for the West Lawn of the U.S. Capitol for
the holiday season. Generally, the responsibility for providing a tree rotates through the nine
national regions of the Forest Service. During the summer, the host Forest Service staff nominate
about a dozen potential Capitol Christmas trees. These trees are carefully measured,
photographed, and mapped and this information is then shared with the Architect of the Capitol
(AOC). Once the information is shared, it is up to the AOC Capitol Grounds Division
superintendent to critique the candidate trees and visit each one to make the final decision.

After all candidates have been reviewed and a tree selected, it is the responsibility of the U.S.
Forest Service to deliver the chosen tree to Washington D.C. Hardy Brothers Trucking was
selected as the hauler for this year’s tree at the recommendation of Kenworth Truck Company,
and based on their reputation for safety and outstanding service. After leaving Surry County, the
tree will continue east to other North Carolina communities before making its way to
Washington D.C. for the official tree lighting ceremony in December.
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Photo 1: Students from Flat Rock Elementary sign their names to the Capitol Christmas Tree
Banner



Photo 2: Students from White Plains Elementary pose with their handmade ornaments that will
make the journey to the Capitol.



Photo 3 (l-r): Eddie Hardy, Ralph Hardy, and Superintendent Dr. Travis L. Reeves pose for a
quick photo


